ISj$ United States Patent and Trademark Office 




APPLICATION NO. 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 

Addre* COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS 
P.O Bux 1450 

Alexandra, Vupm. 22)13-1450 
www.otpw.gcv 



FILING DATE 



FIRbT NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



CONFIRMATION NO 



10/(138,799 



12/31/2001 



Daniel T. Thompson 



H052617.U49US0 



1976 



I20H 7590 05/15/2003 

AKIN, GUMP, STRAUSS, HAUER & FELD 
711 LOUISIANA STREET 
SUITE 1900 SOUTH 
HOUSTON, TX 77002 



EXAMINER 



DATSKOVSK11Y, MICHAEL V 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2R35 

DATE MAILED: 05/1 5/2003 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 07-01) 



Office Action Summary 



10/038,799 


THOMPSON ETAL. 


Examiner 

Michael Datskovsky 


Art Unit 

2835 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MO NTH (S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 704(b). 

Status 

1)H Responsive to communication(s) filed on 31 December 2001 . 
2a)Q This action is FINAL. 2b)|E This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 21 3. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) Q Claim(s) 1-12 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) D Claim(s) 1,9,10 and 12 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) 2-8 and 1 1 is/are objected to. 

8) Q Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement 

Application Papers 

9) [>] The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)[3 The drawing(s) filed on 31 December 2001 is/are: a)E3 accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 85(a). 

The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)Q approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)|ZI All b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 

Attachment (s) 

1 ) H Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). . 



2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) Q Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 6) □ Other: 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: On page 5, 
lines 19 and 20 part number of a fan assembly should be changed from 20 to 50. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 1 -8 are objected to because of the following informalities: According to 
the title of the invention claims 1-8 should be directed to a computer server hot plug fan 
tray, instead of an improvement in a computer chassis as it is stated in the preamble of 
the claim 1 and the following dependent claims 2-8. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1, 9-10 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by El-Ghobashy et al. 

El-Ghobashy et al teach a computer chassis 10 comprising a fan tray assembly 20 
received in the chassis, the fan tray assembly 20 inherently having a first position in 
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which the fan tray assemble extends from an opening in the chassis, wherein the 
plurality of fan assemblies 62 are mounted in the fan tray assembly 20. 
Regarding to the claims 9-10 and 12: The method steps are inherently necessitated by 
the device structure as El-Ghobashy describe it. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 2-8 and 1 1 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) 
under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all 
of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

6. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: One of the left or right sides of the fan tray assembly includes a lot for receiving 
a fan assembly (claims 2-8). The fan assembly makes a hot-tap connection with the fan 
tray assembly (claim 1 1 ). 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: Homola (US Patent 6,168,396); Ota et al (US Patent 6,504,71 5); 
Hardin (US Patent 6,556,437); Carney et al (US Patent 6,392,893); Negishi (US Patent 
6,310,770); Cosley et al (US Patent 6,317,320); Marino etal (US Patent 4,356,531); 
Fan (US Patent 6,236,564); Baddour et al (US Patent 6,031,717); Bonet (US Patent 
6,414,845); Schmitt (US Patent 6,115,250); Winick et al (US Patent 5,793,608); Simon 
(US Patent 4,767,262); Schmitt et al (US Patent 6,031 ,719); Lecinski et al (US Patent 
6,071,082); Zenitani et al (US Patent 5,788,467); Douston et al (US Patent 6,392,872); 
Frischle et al (US Patent 6,288,897); and Japanese patents: JP02001 177281 A by 
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Hamagishi et al; JP02000340975A by Asahina; JP41 1346078A by Nakajima and 
JP409199881A by Mizuno et al. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael Datskovsky whose telephone number is (703) 
306-4535. The examiner can normally be reached on Mn - Fry 8 - 4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Darren E. Schuberg can be reached on (703) 308-4815. The fax phone 
numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 
872-9318 for regular communications and (703) 872-9319 for After Final 
communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
0956. 

Patent Examiner 



Michael Datskovsky 




May 12, 2003 



